26th April 2020 - 3rd Sunday of Easter
Welcome
Welcome, everyone, to our Sunday morning service.

With the lockdown measures still in place,

we remain separated from family, friends and neighbours.

We struggle with being separated; and with being confined;

with the uncertainty; and with the monotony.

We worry for today; and for tomorrow.

We bring all of this to God, who has the power to comfort and restore.

We bring all our worries, joys, our worries, our worship.

And whether we are two or three gathered together, or we’re by ourselves,

we are one in the risen Christ,

we are children of the same heavenly Father,

and through God’s Spirit, we are united with one another today.

We are a worshipping, loving community of God’s people,

and so we join together, with each other,
and with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven.
Collect
Almighty Father,

who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples

with the sight of the risen Lord:

give us such knowledge of his presence with us,

that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life

and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.
Luke 24:13-35
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’ 

Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 

That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Reflection

Do not DESPAIR one of the thieves was SAVED

Do not PRESUME one of the thieves was DAMNED  (Saint Augustine)

Some journeys seem like forever (especially if made with small children)!

This journey, Jerusalem to Emmaus, seems like forever. The walk is probably only about 7 miles long, but the journey made is longer. Their journey is between “we had hoped” (v.21) and “The Lord is risen indeed” (v.34). We had hoped that Jesus was going to set Israel free, but now he is very dead. The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to us and made himself known, and therefore seems very, very alive!

But there are a lot of people live between distress and belief. A lot of us live in the 'between-ness' of Thomas from last week – between faith and doubt. Between single mindedness and our mind jumping about like an excited monkey (or what, in our house, we call Jude!).

On their journey to Emmaus, what exactly happens when Jesus shows up in the midst of their distress? He gets them to articulate their experience. He asks questions and gets them talking about it. He get them talking about their hurt, and they begin name their fear and their doubt. And Jesus picks it up. Jesus gives them the opportunity to speak the truth of their pain.

And the same is done for us. Jesus gives us the opportunity to speak the truth of our pain, that which we carry on our journey. To help us make sense of it all, or at least some of it. Help us to find a place where we can see beyond the experience: from the 'we had hoped', to 'The Lord is risen indeed'!

But we sometimes need more than Jesus just showing up. Sometimes the preaching of Jesus’ presence is enough. But then there are those times when we find ourselves in the space between 'loss of hope' and 'renewed conviction', and we need to know that Jesus will do more than just show up. We need to hear that Jesus will do something about it. We need to believe that when Jesus meets us on the road from “we had hoped” to “the Lord is risen indeed” it will be more than just coming along for the ride. 

The saying from St. Augustine, is a powerful one. And if you've ever seen the film Calvary, you might recognise it from the opening credits. It's a film about an Irish priest who is told in the confessional that he will be murdered in a week's time. And so the film is about the liminal place, the threshold time, between hearing that news and....(well, I shan't tell you how it ends). Do not despair one of the thieves was saved. Do not presume one of the thieves was damned. The crucial thing to remember is that in between those two thieves is Christ – both powerless and victorious. Doing nothing, and yet accomplishing everything.

The 'doing something along the journey' sometimes seems more real, more significant, than 'the resurrection solves everything' approach. That’s the danger of post-resurrection preaching -- that it becomes salve or solution for issues that it was never meant to address. Yes, the resurrection is God’s answer to death. Yes, the resurrection makes it possible to see new life in our lives now. Yes, the resurrection is our promise of a life beyond this one. But that’s not the same as insisting that it’s an easy resolution to the death we experience every day -- the death of a relationship. The death of what we thought was the perfect job. The death of innocence. The death of choice. The death of freedom. The death of a loved one. The death of justice. The death of respect. The death of truth. 

These are all real, very real deaths. And the resurrection doesn’t take these deaths away. We don’t get to say, nor should we, “Thankfully, we have the resurrection,” which then conveniently erases the necessity for “we had hoped.”

The road to Emmaus shows us that 'when the snares of death encompass us; when the pangs of Sheol [the place of darkness] lay hold on us; when we suffer distress and anguish, the Lord will indeed save our lives' (Psalm 116:3-4), by Christ walking the road with us, yes, but also, by asking us “what things?”, which means that then the road might actually take us somewhere. And that somewhere, eventually, is the place where we recognize, and start to live out, the life-changing presence of the resurrected Christ.

Alleluia! The Lord is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Amen!
Prayers of Intercession

We bring our prayers to God.

We pray for the world in all its beauty and its frailty. We pray for governments and leaders of nations. All those places where there is injustice, where there is famine, where there is fear. We pray for countries where clean water, safe housing and accessible healthcare are not readily available.
Almighty God, we pray for your Spirit of justice and of righteousness to cover our world.
Lord, in your mercy.

We pray for our own country, for the government and all who make decisions on our behalf in this time of coronavirus. We pray for protection for all those who are at risk as they work. For all who work in our hospitals and care homes. For everyone working to ensure that our streets are clean and that there is food in the shops. For police officers. For those working in schools. For all those workers who need to leave the house but are afraid to do so.

Lord, in your mercy.


Almighty God, we pray for your spirit of wisdom and protection to cover our world.
We pray for everyone in this time of lockdown. Those who are ill and those who care for them. Those who are staying at home and those who are working. Those who have more than enough and those who are struggling to cope. Those who are missing people they love, and those who are trapped with people whom they fear.
Almighty God, we pray for your Spirit of strength and comfort to cover our world.
Lord in your mercy

We bring to the God of the greatest and the smallest the specific prayer requests of our own community:
We pray with grateful thanks for all the staff at Barchester Beaumont  Care Home, Stamford Bridge.  For their care of David Lewis, Keith Robson and Richard Speight as well as all of their other patients.
We thank God for the joy and comfort that our pets bring us, especially in these troubled times. We pray for all vets and other staff who work hard to keep our animals fit and well.
We give thanks for the doctors and nurses at York District Hospital who cared for Keith Grey during his recent serious illness.
Almighty God, we give you thanks, and we pray for your Spirit of healing and peace to cover our world.

Lord, in your mercy.

And we bring to God who understands us before we utter a word all of the tangled and confused thoughts and feelings which we cannot even unravel in order to formulate a prayer. We hold them wordlessly before God, safe in the knowledge that he will do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.

And we make all these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour. Amen.
Blessing

As you go out into God's world this week be Easter people.

Be those who say, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?

Jesus is not here he is risen!”

Be ready to be surprised with what God will do next.

Look for the risen Christ in those you meet.

Let the Holy spirit nudge and guide you.

The tomb is empty because Jesus is out in the world 

and so we must be those who live in the world too.

So let the joy and wonder of that first Easter morning

live in your heart today and every day. 

Amen.
