Pentecost
Introduction
Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord

and we have walked with him through his journey of love.

We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross.

We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death.

We have enjoyed his risen presence with us

and his revelation of himself through the breaking of bread.

We have seen his return to the throne before which every knee shall bow

and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord.

And now, with the followers of his own time,

we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people,

through whom we make Christ known to the world.
Bible Reading    Acts 2.1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
    and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
        and they shall prophesy.
And I will show portents in the heaven above
    and signs on the earth below,
        blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood,
        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Reflection
Humans look for difference, but God brings people together.

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people,

and kindle in us the fire of your love.
Exactly 25 years ago, mid 90’s on pre-novice retreat. In a state of heightened excitement. Full of anticipation and fear. Ready to enter the order. In the nun’s chapel. Started with a low, rumbling – like a ‘violent wind’. Grew and grew until it was overwhelming (“the Spirit is coming”). Then light like tongues of fire darting through the window (help! – Take me Jesus!!). Just ready for the full Pentecost experience when it began to dawn on me that it was a street sweeper van with its brushes against the wall, and its little flashing orange light shining through the window.

Was there relief or disappointment? 
In the end the Spirit worked that day, in a much more gentle way, as I made my promises before the community and my family, promises that bring people together in faith and love.

In the Genesis story of Babel, the ambition of the people was to build a tower up into the heavens – a challenge to God, perhaps. The human population is depicted as being all in one place to undertake this mighty challenge, with only one language spoken in the whole world. But because of their hubris, God scatters them across the earth, and makes them unable to understand each other's speech, i.e. they start speaking different languages.

I'm guessing that one of the big issue here is that we fear that which we don't understand. Conflict inevitably ensues. Cooperation evaporates. Humans look for difference – we might have 99 things in common with a person, but we focus on the 1% that is not exactly like us. There's a joke by Emo Philips that goes like this:
Once I saw this guy on a bridge about to jump. I said, "Don't do it!" He said, "Nobody loves me." I said, "God loves you. Do you believe in God?"

He said, "Yes." I said, "Are you a Christian or a Jew?" He said, "A Christian." I said, "Me, too! Protestant or Catholic?" He said, "Protestant." I said, "Me, too! What franchise?" He said, "Baptist." I said, "Me, too! 

Northern Baptist or Southern Baptist?" He said, "Northern Baptist." I said, "Me, too! Northern Conservative Baptist or Northern Liberal Baptist?"

He said, "Northern Conservative Baptist." I said, "Me, too! Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region, or Northern Conservative Baptist Eastern Region?" He said, "Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region." I said, "Me, too!"

Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region Council of 1879, or Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region Council of 1912?" He said, "Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region Council of 1912." I said, "Die, heretic!" And I pushed him over.

The story of the tower of Babel (which gives us the word babble – the Hebrew word balal means 'to confuse') is a story about how difference brings conflict, confusion and separation.  At Pentecost, though, this ancient story is reversed so that, as recorded in The Acts of the Apostles, 'all of us hear them speaking in our own languages about the great things that God has done!' (Acts 2.13). The disparate group of listeners can understand this homogeneous group of speakers because God has done something new.

The Holy Spirit brings together people from different races, tribes, languages and nations and makes them into one people who speak the same language – the language of faith, the language of Jesus.

The church brings together people of different doctrinal instincts, different ethnicities, genders, sexualities, traditions, temperaments, not so that we can become some dull homogenised club, but so that, through our wonderful differences, we may reflect something of the glorious variety of God; not that we might think as one, but that we might be one, drawn into the unity of God.
The overwhelming Pentecost experience that we both fear and long for, an experience of the immediacy and power of God, fire and wind, is one that we encounter still, and yet more often in the quiet and in our community. When we work in cooperation with God to reverse the story of Babel, to proclaim peace, unity and the universal welcome and inclusivity of God, then we are working in the power of the Spirit. Humans look for difference, but God brings people together. 
May the Spirit kindle in us the fire of God's love. Amen.
Intercessions
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to God, who knows each of us, our concerns, our worries and our needs. 
We give thanks to God for the coming of the Holy Spirit. We pray as part of the world-wide church for a fresh breathing in of life and power in every church community, as each one aims to encourage  and support us and others, during this time of anxiety, fear and uncertainty. Refresh and restore your people to enable them to reach out in love through your grace, to be a source of strength, compassion, comfort and hope.
We pray for leaders of all nations during these difficult days. Direct them in justice, purpose and wisdom, as they endeavour to guide us through the unknown. We pray too for all who are working towards possible solutions to this virus for the benefit of all. We pray for our community, our homes, our families and friends. Even when we are unable to meet with each other, may we enjoy other ways of communicating, reinforcing our need to love, and to be loved. 
We think of all those who have returned to work, and those who live with the threat of possible redundancy. We give thanks for all those who are supporting the lonely, isolated and vulnerable in so many different ways, as they exhibit love in action through their kindness and giving. 
It is with concern that we pray for all those who are sick, especially those who are in hospital who are fighting the virus. Again, we remember all those who are nursing them, sometimes during their last days, that they may receive an inner strength as they treat them, and an inner peace as they face pain and loss on a regular basis. We pray for their families unable to see their loved ones in their time of need. Help them to trust those who are able to care for them. Lord, in your grace and mercy, enfold them in your love, and give them courage, strength and patience, to bear this added burden. 
May the life-giving Holy Spirit, breathe into our lives with love and confidence. Lord, in our weakness be our strength, in our sinfulness be our pardon, in our need be our all-sufficient grace, in our anxiety be to us both stillness and rest.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, our saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Commission 
For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the

powers of sin and death. We have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we have prayed that the power that was at work when God raised Jesus from the dead might be at work in us.

As part of God’s Church, I call upon you to live out what you proclaim:

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, trusting him to be your guide?

By the Spirit’s power, will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love?

Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to each other in need?

Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the longings of God?

Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places? 
We will!
Collect
Let us pray that the Spirit will work through our lives

to bring Christ to the world.
   Silence is kept.
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen your children with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and renew the face of the earth,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Blessing
Today we have remembered the coming of God’s power on the disciples and we invite that same Spirit to drive us out into the wild places of the world.

May the Spirit,

who hovered over the waters when the world was created,

breathe into you the life he gives.

May the Spirit,

who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came among us,

make you joyful in the service of the Lord.

May the Spirit,

who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost,

bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ.

And the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Filled with the Spirit’s power,
go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
