Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday before Advent

The Gathering

The Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
1
God of grace and God of glory,

on thy people pour thy power;

now fulfil thy church's story;

bring her bud to glorious flower.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,

for the facing of this hour.

2
Lo, the hosts of evil round us

scorn thy Christ, assail his ways;

from the fears that long have bound us

free our hearts to faith and praise.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,

for the living of these days.

3
Cure thy children's warring madness,

bend our pride to thy control;

shame our wanton selfish gladness,

rich in goods and poor in soul.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,

lest we miss thy kingdom's goal.

4
Set our feet on lofty places,

gird our lives that they may be

armoured with all Christlike graces

in the fight till all be free.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,

that we fail not earth nor thee.
Welcome
Hello and welcome to our Service for Sunday 15th November.

My name is Nick Bird, and I am the parish priest for the Benefice of Rural East York, and I'm here today with my colleague The Revd. Mark Poole.

Today's service is a Holy Communion, which we've not done before in an online service. A eucharist is never just about us, those who attend, but is an offering to God on behalf of our communities as well, and those who gather or join our online worship. As I say, we've not done this before, but if you happened to have some bread and wine to hand whilst watching the service, and it felt appropriate, then we invite you to join in in whatever way feels most suitable for you, at the appropriate moment. If you need to pause the service now to prepare yourself, then please do so.

We now pray as we prepare to encounter the living God in word and sacrament.



    Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Prayers of Penitence

In silence we prepare to make our confession.

Jesus taught us to love one another,
but often we forget,
and hurt one another.
Lord, have mercy.


Lord, have mercy.
Jesus taught us to love one another,
but sometimes we think too much of ourselves
and too little of each other.
Christ, have mercy. 


Christ, have mercy.
Jesus taught us to love one another,
but sometimes we forget what he taught,
and forget the needs of our neighbours.
Lord, have mercy.


Lord, have mercy.

Knowing that God hears us when we pray from the heart:


May God our Father 

forgive you your sins and bring you to the 
fellowship of his table with his saints for ever. Amen. 
The Collect
Heavenly Lord,

you long for the world's salvation:

stir us from apathy,

restrain us from excess

and revive in us new hope

that all creation will one day be healed

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Gospel Reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said, ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 

And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 

Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” 
But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
We have just heard a fairly well-known parable told by Jesus to illustrate what the Kingdom of Heaven will be like. He tells a story of a man who, prior to embarking on a journey, entrusts his wealth to his three servants giving one five bags of gold, another two bags, and another, one bag. The man returns from his journey to find the chap with five bags has gained another five. The guy with two bags does likewise and doubles his money. But the man with one bag dug a hole and buried it. The boss praises the two who did well, and they receive an abundance. The man who had hid the money, makes excuses and offers back the same he was entrusted with, and ends up with nothing.

So, what are we to make of this? I have heard it said that preaching the parables is a little bit like explaining a joke. The minute you start unpacking what they are about you kind of spoil them. Jesus told parables to make each of us really think. How much easier it would be if Jesus had explained in simple terms what the Kingdom of Heaven is! But he doesn’t and to work we must go…..

There are many themes within this parable that I could explore. Here are a few of them. If the man going on a journey is God, then we can know that God is incomprehensibly generous because He entrusts his servants with His entire wealth, a wealth that neither of the servants had earned or deserved. If the parable is about talents and gifts, we can see that God doesn’t give us all the same so we don’t need to get hung up about this. Or perhaps the parable is a reassurance to us that if God gives to each according to their ability, then we don’t need to worry that He will give us challenges that we can’t manage. Or maybe the parable challenges us to not waste the gifts, talents and resources that God has given us, but rather put them to good use in His Kingdom. Or maybe we can’t escape an interpretation through a capitalist lens, seeing the parable as a teaching on the merits of making money.

I wonder if the point of this parable is something else. Perhaps it hinges on the fact that the man does return from his journey. Perhaps both the five bag of gold man and the two bag of gold man put their money to work because they believed their master would return. They took a risk. They had faith in him. What mattered more than anything, was their faith that he would return. And indeed, on his return the man commends both servants for being faithful, not successful. He doesn’t say well done you have been successful and doubled your money, rather he says, ‘well done, good and faithful servant.’  And they are blessed in abundance.

The servant with one bag of gold had no faith in his master’s return. He was not prepared to have faith in an unseen and absent master. He wasn’t prepared to take a risk on what he had been given, and Instead he hid the money in the ground. 

A British journalist once asked Mother Teresa how she kept going knowing that she could never meet the needs of all the dying in the streets of Calcutta. She replied, “I am not called to be successful; I’m called to be faithful.”

Above everything else, Jesus calls us to be faithful. He calls us to a life that witnesses to our faithfulness in Him, even through sorrows of life; even through the uncertainty and misery of a global pandemic. A faith in the Kingdom of Heaven, that our God is Lord of the universe, that Jesus Christ will return, that the only means of the salvation of our souls is through Him. A faith in our God, who in meekness and suffering love, gave Himself to us in death so that through His resurrection we might have nothing other than life in all its fullness and abundance in Him. This is our faith. Hallelujah! May it sustain us! May we live it in word and deed! May we share it generously! May it bring us home rejoicing! 
Amen.




Prayers of Intercession
Intercessions
Jesus our exalted Lord has been given all authority.  

Let us seek his intercession 


that our prayers may be perfected by his prayer.

Jesus Christ, great high priest, living for ever to intercede for us:

pray for your Church, your broken body in the world…

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Jesus Christ, king of righteousness,

enthroned at the right hand of the majesty on high:

pray for the world, and make it subject to your gentle rule…

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
Jesus Christ, Son of Man, drawing humanity into the life of God:

pray for your brothers and sisters in need, distress or sorrow…

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
Jesus Christ, pioneer of our salvation,

bringing us to your glory through your death and resurrection:

receive into your presence those who have died 


trusting in your promises…

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
Jesus Christ, Lord of all things,

ascended far above from the heavens and filling the universe:

pray for us who receive the gifts you give us 


for work in your service…

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
Jesus Christ, first fruits of the new creation,

keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 


and in the bond of peace,

until you bring the whole created order to worship at your feet;

for you are alive and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Liturgy of the Sacrament






The Peace
We are the body of Christ.

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace

and builds up our common life.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Preparation of the Table

Taking of the Bread and Wine

As the grain once scattered in the fields

and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside

are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,

so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together

from the corners of the earth
into your kingdom. Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
You are worthy of our thanks and praise,
Lord God of truth,
for by the breath of your mouth
you have spoken your word,
and all things have come into being.

You fashioned us in your image
and placed us in the garden of your delight.
Though we chose the path of rebellion
you would not abandon your own.

Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace.
You gave your people the law and taught us by your prophets
to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace.

As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth,
we echo the song of the angels in heaven,
evermore praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord God, you are the most holy one,
enthroned in splendour and light,
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ
you reveal the power of your love
made perfect in our human weakness.

Embracing our humanity,
Jesus showed us the way of salvation;
loving us to the end,
he gave himself to death for us;
dying for his own,
he set us free from the bonds of sin,
that we might rise and reign with him in glory.

On the night he gave up himself for us all
he took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross,
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb,
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high
and we long for his coming in glory.

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption,
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
form us into the likeness of Christ
and make us a perfect offering in your sight.

Look with favour on your people
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts.
Bless the earth,
heal the sick,
let the oppressed go free
and fill your Church with power from on high.

Gather your people from the ends of the earth
to feast with all your saints
at the table in your kingdom,
where the new creation is brought to perfection
in Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread

   The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,

grant us peace.

The sacrament is received

Prayer after Communion
   Silence is kept.
Gracious Lord,

in this holy sacrament

you give substance to our hope:

bring us at the last

to that fullness of life for which we long;

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
  The Post Communion prayer is said.
Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Dismissal

Blessing

The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ.  Amen.


1
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,

almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

2
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

thy justice like mountains high soaring above

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

3
To all life thou givest, to both great and small;

in all life thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,

and wither and perish, but naught changest thee.

4
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,

thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight

all laud we would render: O help us to see

'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.


     Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above):

     Some material included in this service is copyright: ©  The Archbishops' Council 2000

     The prayers may include one of these responses ©  The Archbishops' Council 2002
1

