Service Transcript

17th January 2021

Welcome
Welcome to our service for Sunday 17th January, brought to you by the churches just to the east of York. My name is Nick Bird, and I have the privilege of being parish priest here.

We are in lockdown once again, and last week I took the decision to close all our churches again for both public worship and private prayer. The government is asking us all to 'stay at home' wherever possible. So, in solidarity with everyone else, I'm recording this from The Rectory, just as Mark, our preacher today, records from his home, and others have done the same.

We hope you are keeping well, and please be assured that you are held in our prayers.

Our gospel reading today finds Jesus calling his first disciples, saying “Follow me”. And so I invite you into worship as we join in singing from home our first hymn, “Christ is the one who calls”.

Hymn – Christ is the one who calls
Christ is the one who calls,
the one who loved and came,
to whom by right it falls
to bear the highest Name:
and still today
our hearts are stirred
to hear his word
and walk his way.
Christ is the one who seeks,
to whom our souls are known.
The word of love he speaks
can wake a heart of stone;
for at that sound
the blind can see,
the slave is free,
the lost are found.
Christ is the one who died,
forsaken and betrayed;
who, mocked and crucified,
the price of pardon paid.
Our dying Lord,
what grief and loss,
what bitter cross,
our souls restored!
Christ is the one who rose
in glory from the grave,
to share his life with those
whom once he died to save.
He drew death's sting
and broke its chains,
who lives and reigns,
our risen King.

Christ is the one who sends,
his story to declare;
who calls his servants friends
and gives them news to share.
His truth proclaim
in all the earth,
his matchless worth
and saving Name.

Psalm 139
God, investigate my life;
    get all the facts firsthand.
I’m an open book to you;
    even from a distance, you know what I’m thinking.
You know when I leave and when I get back;
    I’m never out of your sight.
You know everything I’m going to say
    before I start the first sentence.


I look behind me and you’re there,
    then up ahead and you’re there, too—
    your reassuring presence, coming and going.
This is too much, too wonderful—
    I can’t take it all in!

Is there anyplace I can go to avoid your Spirit?
    to be out of your sight?


If I climb to the sky, you’re there!
    If I go underground, you’re there!
If I flew on morning’s wings
    to the far western horizon,
You’d find me in a minute—
    you’re already there waiting!


Then I said to myself, “Oh, he even sees me in the dark!
    At night I’m immersed in the light!”
It’s a fact: darkness isn’t dark to you;
    night and day, darkness and light, they’re all the same to you.

Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out;
    you formed me in my mother’s womb.
I thank you, High God—you’re breathtaking!
    Body and soul, I am marvellously made!
    I worship in adoration—what a creation!


You know me inside and out,
    you know every bone in my body;
You know exactly how I was made, bit by bit,
    how I was sculpted from nothing into something.
Like an open book, you watched me grow from conception to birth;
    all the stages of my life were spread out before you,
The days of my life all prepared
    before I’d even lived one day.
A reading from John's gospel, chapter one, beginning at verse 43
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 

Homily
‘In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.’
‘Come and see, come and see!’ These are Philip’s words to Nathaniel when, like Andrew, he couldn’t keep the news to himself that he has seen ‘the One.’ This conclusion to the first chapter of John is all about seeing. It is intended to awaken us to the glorious revelation that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. It prepares us for the purposes of the rest of the Gospel, which is to reveal what this means, not just for the people in Jesus’ time, but for us today, in 2021 living in the shadow of a pandemic. Come and see. Come and see.

The account can be summarised like this. Philip invites a doubting Nathaniel to come and see Jesus, the awaited Messiah. Reluctantly, Nathaniel goes to see, only to discover that he has already been seen by Jesus, who promises that indeed he will see even more. Come and see.
Philip’s simple invitation to Nathaniel to come and see, shows us the simplicity and power of personal testimony, of how one lighted torch serves to light another. Argument and philosophical teaching and preaching may not win followers of Jesus. But personal testimony about what Jesus has done and is doing for us is the most powerful. Come and see.
Nathaniel has a fresh honesty about him. He has questions, doubts and uncertainties. He brutally asks, ‘can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Nevertheless, laying aside prejudice and preconceptions, with an admirable openness and curiosity he went to see.

On meeting Jesus Nathaniel is knocked sideways. His breath is taken away, astonished at how Jesus already knows him. Nathaniel asked Jesus, ‘where did you get to know me?’ and Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree.’ Here John means that Jesus knew the innermost heart of Nathaniel. And Nathaniel replies, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God!’ Nathaniel encountered the one who satisfies his yearning and seeking.
And yet, there is even more grace. Jesus promises that Nathaniel ‘will see greater things.’ The heavens will be opened and the angels of God no less, will ascend and descend. Here John is promising spiritual insight and nourishment. It is through Jesus Christ that our souls can be united to God and lavished with all the fullness of the bread of life.
All this is rather like a going on a holiday to a new place. Something about the place and the people is inviting you, compelling you to go and see and discover it for yourself. But you may be unsure and a little apprehensive. After all, it is costing you much. Will it be all that it is hyped up to be by others who have seen it and experienced it for themselves? Will it meet all your expectations? Nevertheless, you decide to go, and see for yourself. And there, you are surprised and overwhelmed by what you find.  It is breath-taking and beautiful and far exceeds your hopes and dreams. And what you experience there takes hold of you and in some way, it changes you, the experience becomes a part of your story and you realise that not only has it changed you, there is more, so much more to see. 
Whether, like Nathaniel you are at the beginning of your faith journey with God, or whether you haven’t begun it yet, or whether you are on your way already, come and see. Come just as you are. With whatever burdens you are carrying, whatever you are struggling with right now, whatever your doubts, fears, uncertainties and questions. Come just as you are. Come and see, and discover what I have found to be true, the loving gaze of God our Father, who sees us, knows us….the depths of our heart and soul and yet, welcomes us with arms outstretched and enfolds us in His love. Come and see this beauty, experience this love, and be prepared to be surprised by joy, for it is true, that as we step out today, tomorrow in 2021 in lockdown and pandemic, He promises there is more to see, day by day. Alleluia! Thanks be to God.
Amen. 
Intercessions 
Let us remember that God is with us now. Wherever we are God looks upon us in His mercy. He is always ready to hear us when we call – therefore let us pray.

Let us pray for our world –

We lift to God the terrible situation we find ourselves in as the Covid–19 pandemic continues to spread unchecked across so many nations. We ask God to give our world leaders the courage and wisdom to act decisively in order to control the virus, particularly as we are now in a critical phase in the spread of the disease with the threat of untold suffering and loss of life.

“Oh God, have mercy on our world, as we stand on the brink of disaster and self-destruction. Have mercy on the leaders of the nations who bear the responsibility of making decisions which will affect so many lives. We ask God to bless all those people engaged in the medical and caring professions, who are working under almost intolerable pressure. We thank God for the new vaccines that are becoming available and we pray that for all the work that is going on towards offering us a means of finally defeating the virus.”

This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Let us pray for those people who are in special need at this time. 

We remember those who are ill, those who are lonely, those who cannot get out of the house due to the current lockdown, old age or infirmity and those who are frightened of what the future may hold. In a few moments of quiet we take this opportunity to bring to God anyone known personally to us who is in special need today.

“God of love and power we bring to you those people whom we have named and also the countless numbers who are known only to you. Grant them healing, if that may be; but above all grant them your peace and joy, that they may know that you are with them, that they are safe and that nothing can snatch them from your love or finally defeat your purposes.”

This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen

We pray for the church, asking God to help us to find ways forward as we face the fact that things must change within the church.

We pray for our whole church family, remembering especially those who feel left out and discouraged for any reason. We thank God for those churches who are working in the big cities helping the homeless and the poor, risking their own safety for the sake of others. We ask God to help us to approach the future with open minds while always listening for His gentle word to guide us.

“Oh God you have called us to be your witnesses in the world; give us grace to hear and obey your call. We pray that our lives may bear witness to your love shown in Jesus Christ and that our witness may reflect your light in the communities in which we live and work.”

This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

Finally – we bring together all our prayers in these words: May God sustain us in all our works and in all our ways. May He make us humble just and true. May he strengthen us in holiness and righteousness and fill our homes with love and peace. Amen

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.  Amen.
Blessing
Thank you for joining us for worship today.

If you would like to get in touch to talk about anything that has been raised for you during this time, then you are welcome to make contact with myself or Mark, and you will find our contact details in the description below this video.
At the moment, apart from this weekly service, there is morning prayer via zoom at 9am, Monday to Thursday, and also Night Prayer (also known as Compline) at 7pm on Wednesday evenings.
May I encourage you to be faithful in your prayers, your reading of the scriptures, and in your care for others, for these are the simple places where we can expect to encounter God.
And I offer a prayer of blessing:
When you hear a call, may you awaken to God’s voice.
When you awaken to God’s voice, may you say yes.
When you say yes, may you follow faithfully.
When you follow faithfully, may you give your life away.
When you give your life away, may God’s people be blessed. 
And may the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

be with you and rest upon you

this day and always. Amen.

Hymn – Will you come and follow me

Will you come and follow me
 if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know
and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown,

will you let my name be known,

will you let my life be grown

in you and you in me?
 
Will you leave your self behind
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?

Will you risk the hostile stare

should your life attract or scare,

will you let me answer prayer

in you and you in me?
 
Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean
in you and you in me?
 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside
and never be the same?

Will you use the faith you’ve found

to reshape the world around

through my sight and touch and sound

in you and you in me?
 
Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow
in you and you in me.
