Sunday 24th January 2021 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Welcome and Introduction 
Hello and thank you for tuning in and sharing with us today as we remember and celebrate the Week of Prayer For Christian Unity with fellow Christians across the world. My name is Mark Poole and I am privileged to be the curate of the Benefice of Rural East York serving the communities of Dunnington, Holtby, Warthill and Stockton on the Forest. Today you will hear from our Reader Judith Hewitt, Bishop Alison the Bishop of Hull and from some of our worshipping community across the benefice. [Unfortunately we don't have a transcript of +Alison's sermon]

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity this year has been prepared by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland. The theme is “Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit”, which is a part of the Bible passage in the Gospel of John. It expresses Grandchamp Community’s vocation to prayer, reconciliation and unity in the Church and the human family.

Today the community has fifty sisters, all women from different generations, Church traditions, countries and continents. In their diversity the sisters are a living parable of communion. They remain faithful to a life of prayer, life in community and the welcoming of guests. The sisters share the grace of their monastic life with visitors and volunteers who go to Grandchamp for a time of retreat, silence, healing or in search of meaning.

For 2021, the sisters are inviting churches across the world to enter into their tradition of prayer and silence that is rooted in the ancient traditions of the Church. I hope this time of silence and prayer together with the words, images and music will unite us in love, peace and joy.  
Opening Prayer 
Lord, you invite us to abide in you who are the vinedresser who cares for us with love.

You call on us to see the beauty of each branch united to the vine,

the beauty of each person. 

And yet, too often the differences in others make us afraid.

We withdraw into ourselves. Our trust in you and one another is lost. 

Come and direct our hearts toward you once again.

That as one family we may praise your name.
Amen.
Hymn 
Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of Heav'n to earth come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling;
All thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast!
Let us all in Thee inherit;
Let us find that second rest.
Take away our bent to sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning,
Set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty to deliver,
Let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.

Finish, then, Thy new creation;
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in Heav'n we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.
Songwriters: Charles Wesley, Fred Bock, John Zundel
Litany of praise (2 voices on audio accompanied with images)

Reader 1: We sing your praise in the midst of the world and among all peoples, 
Reader 2: We sing your praise in the midst of creation and among all creatures. 
Reader 1: We sing your praise among suffering and tears, 
Reader 2: We sing your praise among promises and achievements. 
Reader 1 and 2: You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!  
Reader 1: We sing your praise in the places of conflict and misunderstanding; 
Reader 2: We sing your praise in the places of encounter and reconciliation. 
Reader 1: We sing your praise in the midst of rifts and divisions, 
Reader 2: We sing your praise in the midst of life and death, the birth of a new heaven and a new earth. 
Reader 1 and 2: You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you! 
Reading:  John 15:1-17 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other.
Hymn 

A new commandment
I give unto you,
That you love one another
As I have loved you,
That you love one another
As I have loved you.

By this shall all know
That you are My disciples,
If you have love one for another.
By this shall all know
That you are My disciples,
If you have love one for another.

Refrain:
A new commandment
I give unto you,
That you love one another
As I have loved you,
That you love one another
As I have loved you.

You Are my friends if
You do what I command you.
Without my help you can do nothing.
You Are my friends if
You do what I command you.
Without my help you can do nothing

Refrain.

True Love is patient,
Nor arrogant, nor boastful.
Love bears all things, love is eternal.
True Love is patient,
Nor arrogant, nor boastful.
Love bears all things, love is eternal.

Refrain.
Homily – Bishop Alison, Bishop of Hull 

Short reflection on love 
Dear Lord, the greatest commandments are so clear, so direct – 

And so difficult.

Loving my neighbour somehow seems less complex than loving God.

To do a good turn for a friend,

To be helpful to a neighbour,

To befriend a stranger:

These things are so easy to substitute for loving God. Yet the first and great commandment is not to love my neighbour, but to love the Lord my God with all my heart, with all my soul, and with all my mind.

Love is devoted, love cares, love listens and watches and learns. Love lavishes time on the beloved. 

So, help me Lord, to listen and watch that I might learn of you. Help me to surrender my time to you that I might be aware of you from my waking to my sleeping.

Let me hold open the doors to my heart and mind that your love might enter, every part of my being, that through my hands, through my voice, through my life, my neighbours may know your love. Amen.
Prayers of intercession 
God of life, you call us to be praise in the midst of the world and to accept one another. May your loving gaze, which rests upon each person, inspire us to celebrate  each other just as we are. 

God you who gather, you knit us together as one vine in Jesus. May your loving Spirit abide in us at church and in our community that together we may celebrate you with joy.
Mark: lights a candle

God of the one vineyard, you call us to live in your love in all we do and say. Touched by your goodness, grant us to be a reflection of that love in our homes, schools and workplaces. 

God of life, you have created everyone in your image and likeness. We sing your praise for the gift of our many cultures and traditions. Grant us the courage to stand against injustice and prejudice
Mark: lights a candle
Merciful God, you have shown us in Christ that we are one in you. Teach us to use this gift in the world so that believers of all faiths in every country may be able to listen to each other and live in peace. Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, light the fire of your love in us so that suspicions and misunderstanding cease in the Church. May the walls that separate us fall.
Mark: lights a candle

O Jesus, you came into the world and shared fully in our humanity. You know the hardships of life for people who suffer in so many different ways. May the Spirit of compassion move us to share our time, gifts and resources with all those in need.

Holy Spirit, you never abandon the men, women and children who are persecuted for their faithfulness to the gospel. Give them strength and courage, and support those who help them.
Mark: lights a candle

Holy Spirit, you hear the fury of your wounded creation and the cries of those already suffering from climate change. Guide us toward new ways of living that are in harmony with all creation.
Mark: lights a candle

At the centre of the world is God, in whom all our desires and longings find their meeting place.

As we move closer to God, so we draw closer to one another. And the closer we come to one another the closer we come to God. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father,who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory

for ever and ever.

Amen.
Hymn 
With a prayer You fed the hungry,
With a cry You stilled the storm;
With a look You had compassion
On the desperate and forlorn.
With a touch You healed the leper,
With a shout You raised the dead;
With a word expelled the demons,
With a blessing broke the bread.

Love Incarnate, Love Divine,
Captivate this heart of mine,
Till all I do
Speaks of You.

As a sheep before the shearer
You were silent in Your pain;
You endured humiliation
At the hands of those You’d made.
And as hell unleashed its fury
You were lifted on a tree,
Crying ‘Father God, forgive them,
Place their punishment on me.’

I will feed the poor and hungry,
I will stand up for the truth;
I will take my cross and follow
To the corners of the earth.
And I ask that You so fill me
With Your peace, Your power, Your breath,
That I never love my life so much
To shrink from facing death.
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Closing and blessing 
Thank you for being one with us this day. We pray that you may feel inspired to love and serve. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this act of worship, we are hugely grateful to you.

Be one, so that the world may believe! Abide in God’s love, go into the world and bear the fruits of this love.

May the God of all creation, fill us with all joy and all peace in faith, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  


Amen.

