Ash Wednesday

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing
that you have made and forgive the sins of all those
who are penitent: create and make in us new and
contrite hearts that we, worthily lamenting our sins
and acknowledging our wretchedness, may receive
from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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17 February

Janani Luwum,
Archbishop,
Martyr, 1977

God of truth, whose servant Janani Luwum

walked in the light, and in his death defied the
powers of darkness: free us from fear of those
who Kill the body, that we too may walk as children
of light, through him who overcame darkness by
the power of the cross, Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.
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17 February

Janani Luwum
Archbishop of Uganda,
Martyr

Janani Luwum was born in 1922 at Acholi in
Uganda. His childhood and youth were spent as a
goat-herd but he quickly showed an ability to learn
and absorb knowledge when given the opportunity.
Soon after he became a teacher, he was converted to
Christianity and was eventually ordained in 1956,
becoming Bishop of Northern Uganda in 1969 and
Archbishop of Uganda in 1974. 1di Amin had come
to power in Uganda in 1971 and the result of a
military coup and his undemocratic and harsh rule
was the subject of much criticism by the Church and
others. After receiving a letter from the Bishops
protesting at the virtual institution of state murder,
Janani and two of Amin’s own government ministers
were stated as having been found dead following a
car accident. It emerged quickly that they had in fact
died on the implicit instructions of the president.
Janani’s enthusiasm for the good news of Jesus,
combined with his willingness to sacrifice even his
own life for what he believed in, led him to his
martyrdom on this day in 1977.

Sourced from ‘Exciting Holiness’






