11 June

Barnabas, Apostle

Bountiful God, giver of all gifts, who poured
your Spirit upon your servant Barnabas and

gave him grace to encourage others: help us,

by his example, to be generous in our judgements
and unselfish in our service; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.
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11 June

Barnabas
Apostle

Though not named among the twelve apostles or the
evangelists, Barnabas emerges in the Acts of the Apostles
as one of the most significant of their number. He sold his
estate and gave the proceeds to the Church, since all things
were to be held in common, and clearly became a leader.
He is described as a Levite from Cyprus so, like his friend
Paul, was from the Greek world rather than that of
Palestine, and he introduced Paul to the leaders of the
Church in Jerusalem. He was sent to Antioch apparently
to guide the Christians there in their relations with non-
Jewish converts, promoting the concept of all being one in
Christ. He broke with Paul to go to Cyprus and tradition
has it that he was martyred there in the year 61.

Sourced from ‘Exciting Holiness’



16 June

Richard
Bishop of Chichester, 1253

Most merciful redeemer who gave to your

Bishop Richard, a love of learning, a zeal

for souls and a devotion to the poor: grant that,
encouraged by his example, we may know you
more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow
you more nearly, day by day, who with the Father
and Holy Spirit are alive and reign, one God, now
and for ever.

Amen.
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16 June

Richard
Bishop of Chichester

Richard de Wych, or of Droitwich as it is now known, was
born there in 1197 and worked hard for his yeoman father
to restore the family fortunes. Later he studied at Oxford
and Paris and then in Bologna as an ecclesiastical lawyer.
When he returned to England in 1235, he was made
Chancellor of Oxford University and eventually
Chancellor to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Edmund of
Abingdon. When Richard became Bishop of Chichester,
he was seen as a model diocesan Bishop: progressing
around his diocese on foot visiting and caring for his
clergy and people, generally being accessible to all who
needed his ministry. He insisted that the sacraments be
administered without payment and with a proper dignity.
Whilst on a recruitment campaign for the Crusades, he fell
ill at Dover and died there on 3 April 1253. His mortal
remains were translated to Chichester on this day in the
year 1276.
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