19 April

Alphege,
Archbishop of Canterbury,
Martyr, 1012

Merciful God, who raised up your servant Alphage
to be a pastor of your people and gave him grace to
suffer for justice and true religion: grant that we
who celebrate his martyrdom may know the power
of the risen Christ in our hearts and share his peace
in lives offered to your service; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Alphege became a monk at Deerhurst near
Gloucester and withdrew in later life to be a
hermit in Somerset. The Archbishop of
Canterbury, Dunstan, drew him back to be
Abbot of Bath and, in 984, Bishop of
Winchester. In 1005 he was made Archbishop
of Canterbury, where his austere life and lavish
almsgiving made him a revered and much-
loved man. In the year 1011, the Danes
overran south-east England, taking Alphege
prisoner. They put the enormous ransom of
£3000 on his head, but Alphege refused to pay
it and forbade anyone from doing so, knowing
that it would impoverish the ordinary people
even more. He was brutally murdered by his
captors at Greenwich on this day in the year
1012.
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