28 May

Pentecost
Whit Sunday

God, who as at this time taught the hearts of your
faithful people by sending to them the light of your
Holy Spirit: grant us by the same Spirit to have a
right judgement in all things and evermore to rejoice
in his holy comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus
our Saviour. Amen.

© The Archbishops’ Council of the
Church of England



30 May

Josephine Butler
Social reformer, 1906

God of compassion and love, by whose grace
your servant Josephine Butler followed in the
way of your Son in caring for those in need:
help us like her to work with strength for the
restoration of all to the dignity and freedom
of those created in your image; through Jesus
Christ our Saviour.

Amen.

© The Archbishops’ Council of the
Church of England

30 May

Josephine Butler
Social reformer

Josephine Butler, (née Grey) was born in Northumberland
in April 1828, and baptised on this day in the same year.
She married an Anglican priest in 1852. She became
incensed by the way contemporary society treated
prostitutes, most of whom were forced into such activity
through desperate poverty. From 1869, she campaigned
for the repeal of the legislation which put all opprobrium
onto the women concerned, and the issue became
international after she travelled in Europe addressing
meetings in 1874 and 1875. Her campaign succeeded with
the repeal of the Contagious Diseases Act in 1883. She
was a devout Anglican and a woman of prayer, basing her
spirituality on that of Catherine of Siena, whose biography
she wrote. She died on 30 December 1906.

Sourced from ‘Exciting Holiness’



31 May

The Visit of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
to Elizabeth

Mighty God, by whose grace Elizabeth
rejoiced with Mary and greeted her as the
mother of the Lord: look with favour on
your lowly servants that, with Mary, we
may magnify your holy name and rejoice

to acclaim her Son our Saviour, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.
© The Archbishops’ Council of the
Church of England



1 June

Justin
Martyr, c. 165

God our redeemer, who through the folly

of the cross taught your martyr Justin the
surpassing knowledge of Jesus Christ:
remove from us every kind of error that we,
like him, may be firmly grounded in the faith,
and make your name known to all peoples;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who
Is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

© The Archbishops’ Council of the
Church of England

1 June

Justin
Martyr at Rome

Justin was born at the beginning of the second century in
Palestine. As a young man he explored many different
philosophies before, at the age of thirty, embracing
Christianity. He continued to wear the distinctive dress of
a professional philosopher, and taught Christianity as a
philosophy first at Ephesus, and later at Rome. He
became an outstanding apologist for the Christian faith,
and is honoured as the first Christian thinker to enter into
serious dialogue with the other intellectual disciplines of
his day, including Judaism. Justin always sought to
reconcile the claims of faith and reason. It was at Rome in
about the year 165 that he and some of his disciples were
denounced at Christians, and beheaded. The authentic
record of their martyrdom based on an official court report
has survived. Traditionally, Justin is often surnamed
‘Martyr’ because of his two-fold witness to Christ, through
his apologetic writings and his manner of death.

Sourced from ‘Exciting Holiness’



