Easter Day

Lord of all life and power, who through the
mighty resurrection of your Son overcame

the old order of sin and death to make all things
new in him: grant that we, being dead to sin and
alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him
in glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be praise and honour, glory and might, now and
in all eternity.

Amen.
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19 April 19 April

Alphege, Alphege,

Archbishop of Canterbury, Archbishop of Canterbury,

Martyr, 1012 Martyr.

Merciful God, who raised up your servant Alphege became a monk at Deerhurst near

Alphage to be a pastor of your people and Gloucester and withdrew in later life to be a

gave him grace to suffer for justice and true hermit in Somerset. The Archbishop of

religion: grant that we who celebrate his Canterbury, Dunstan, drew him back to be

martyrdom may know the power of the risen Abbot of Bath and, in 984, Bishop of

Christ in our hearts and share his peace in Winchester. In 1005 he was made Archbishop

lives offered to your service; through Jesus of Canterbury, where his austere life and lavish

Christ our Lord. almsgiving made him a revered and much-
loved man. In the year 1011, the Danes

Amen. overran south-east England, taking Alphege

prisoner. They put the enormous ransom of
£3000 on his head, but Alphege refused to pay
it and forbade anyone from doing so, knowing

© The Archbishops® Council of the that it would impoverish the ordinary people
Church of England even more. He was brutally murdered by his
captors at Greenwich on this day in the year
1012.
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21 April

Anselm

Abbot of Le Bec,
Archbishop of Canterbury,
Teacher of the Faith, 1109

Eternal God, who gave great gifts to your
servant Anselm as a pastor and teacher:
grant that we, like him, may desire you
with our whole heart and, so desiring,
may seek you and, seeking, may find you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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21 April

Anselm, Abbot of Le Bec,
Archbishop of Canterbury,
Teacher of the Faith

Anselm was born in Aosta, northern Italy, in 1033.
As a young man, he left home and travelled north,
visiting many monasteries and other centres of
learning. One such visit was to the abbey of Le Bec,
where he met Lanfranc, who advised him to embrace
monastic life. Anselm had a powerful and original
mind and, during his 34 years at Bec (as monk, prior
and finally abbot), he taught many others and wrote
theological, philosophical and devotional works.
When Lanfranc died, Anselm was made Archbishop
of Canterbury and had to subordinate his scholarly
work to the needs of the diocese and nation. Twice
he endured exile for championing the rights of the
Church against the authority of the King, but despite
his stubbornness, intellectual rigour, and personal
austerity, he was admired by the Norman nobility as
well as much loved by the monks. He died in 1109.
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