BENEFICE YOUTUBE SERVICE 21ST MARCH 2021

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT – THE BEGINNING OF PASSIONTIDE

Welcome and Introduction – Revd Nick Bird

Welcome to our service today brought to you on the 21st March. My name is Nick Bird and I serve in the benefice of Rural East York. So whatever time of day you are joining us, and wherever you join us from, you are most welcome. As we approach God in prayer, let us pray.

Loving God we have come to worship you.

Help us to remember that you are here with us.

May we pray to you with faith,

sing your praise with gratitude,

and listen to your word with eagerness,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Song
Be still, for the presence of the Lord,
The holy One, is here;
Come bow before him now
With reverence and fear
In him no sin is found
We stand on holy ground.
Be still, for the presence of the Lord,
The holy One, is here.
Be still, for the glory of the Lord
Is shining all around;
He burns with holy fire,
With splendour he is crowned:
How awesome is the sight
Our radiant king of light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord
Is shining all around.
Be still, for the power of the Lord
Is moving in this place:
He comes to cleanse and heal,
To minister his grace -
No work too hard for him.
In faith receive from him.
Be still, for the power of the Lord
Is moving in this place.

Songwriters: David Evans
Confession and Absolution – Colin and Victoria Beale

God of the spirit of kindness, in the glory of earth and sea and stars, in the kaleidoscope of colour and shade and shapeliness, in the patterns of humour and tenderness and touch, we celebrate your generosity. 

Forgive us when we forget the gift of every breath, the care that sustains our very moment, and grace that can transform our every day. Set us free from the prison of grudging hearts, mean desires, resentful spirits. Forgive our lack of courage to act with justice and generosity. Forgive our failure to forgive others, and forgive our failure to love.

May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour, bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins and make us holy to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Reading – John 12:20-23 by Andy Hagon
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.
27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people[a] to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
Homily – Judith Hewitt

Lord, we thank you for the gift of your Word and as we think on these things, open our hearts and our minds to hear you. Amen.
Today we begin a period of time known as Passiontide, when our thoughts turn to towards the betrayal, death and resurrection of Jesus.

Our Gospel reading today comes after the events of Palm Sunday, which we will be celebrating next Sunday as Holy Week begins.  

The crowds had gathered in Jerusalem for the Passover and also no doubt to see Jesus, and to hear him speak.  We read of some Greeks asking Philip if they can see Jesus, perhaps they are seeking a better kind of life.

Jesus, by now, knows his time on earth will soon be coming to an end, but would these Greeks understand his words, “The hour has come for God to give the Son of Man his glory.” 

When Jesus speaks of ‘his hour’, he means his coming death. This is the glory that God will give to him, in fulfilling the prophecy.

Jesus shows the importance of what he is saying with the words, “I tell you the truth”. Jesus always found interesting ways to illustrate his message; he again uses a familiar situation, in nature, to explain, to those listening as to why he had to die.  

I am sure this illustration will take you back to that lesson on seed dispersal, for we know there are many ways for seeds to travel, but only one way for a seed to produce more seeds.  The strong, tall ears of wheat, one moment are waving in the wind and the next will be cut down in an instance and lie safely, for a while on the soil. The seeds ripen and die over a period of time; they don’t remain the same anymore.  

Thinking of that grain of wheat, for it to be of use it now has to change. It may become food for the birds, or ground into flour for a tasty loaf of bread or fall to the ground, and in time will start a new plant that will grow as a new life begins. 

Unless the seed dies it will remain a single seed, alone with nothing happening to it.  The dark, cold, earth needs to cover it before it will start to produce more wheat.  Jesus will also go into the cold, dark, grave, before there will be new life.

Jesus knew his death was to be like planting a grain of wheat in the ground.  The wheat would no longer remain as it had been, but it would achieve the purpose for which it had been designed.

Jesus knew his life was leading to his death.  He had been showing and telling people how to live their lives, now he was preparing to go to die on the cross.  This is what he meant when he said ‘when I am lifted up from earth’.

Just as the grain of wheat can become flour, and in turn a loaf of bread so Jesus death led to his resurrection which led to the hope of forgiveness of sins and ultimately led to the Holy Spirit bringing new life.

His resurrection proved that he had eternal life and he offers this eternal life to everybody who believes in him.   We are then like the new seeds that the original seed’s ‘death’ produced.

All this was hard for those listening to understand, speaking of a seed falling into the ground and dying and then speaking of saving their lives by dying.
We know what happens, but we have to remember the disciples and the crowds had no idea what was about to happen and I think that is sometimes something we forget.  Jesus knew what was about to happen to him in the following days.  He understood his own death would open for us the treasures of the kingdom of God, and our place within it. 

I wonder how many times you have had to experience a loss before you could fully appreciate something that we might take for granted. The leaving of something or having someone or something important taken away from us, feels as though we have lost our world, but we later discover a newness of life coming to birth out of the loss. But still there seems a little death each time it happens. 
I wonder what we might say Jesus was passionate about.  What was the driving force in His life here on earth?
Jesus, in his teaching is always urging us to grow, in our knowledge of God, leading to life as a Christian. To do this sometimes means leaving things behind, and in doing that to find in our losses a closer unity with Jesus, and with it a greater freedom to become the people God. 

We need to try to accept what is, instead of what might be, or could be; and to try to believe and trust that God will take us through to another and better place. 

The surrender of ourselves to God’s will and our willing acceptance of the responsibilities of discipleship are just as pleasing to the God who makes all things new in us, too.
We, at St Nicholas Church, have been preparing a mission statement.  Something that says what we are about. 

We all need to be passionate about the statement, to be A Christ-like presence with the people of Dunnington.  This means being a church community showing and sharing the love of Jesus in all we do.
So what was the passion of Jesus, well we are, he had so much love for each and every one of us that he died for us.

Amen.
Song
1 Be still, my soul: the Lord is at your side;
bear patiently the cross of grief and pain;
leave to your God to order and provide;
in every change he faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: your best, your heav'nly friend,
through thorny ways, leads to a joyful end.

2 Be still, my soul: your God will undertake
to guide the future as he has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake,
all now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the tempests still obey
his voice, who ruled them once on Galilee.

3 Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on
when we shall be for ever with the Lord,
when disappointment, grief and fear are gone,
sorrow forgotten, love’s pure joy restored.
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past
all safe and blessèd we shall meet at last.
Prayers of Intercession – Revd Mark Poole

The desire to embrace his father’s plan of redeeming love inspired Jesus’ whole life. For his redemptive passion was the very reason for his Incarnation.

And so, he asked, ‘And what shall I say? “Father, save me from this hour”?

No, for this purpose I have come to this hour.’

Lord Jesus in your passion and love you served and saved the world. We intercede with you now, sharing in your passion for all in need.

We pray for the world created in your power and love; where it is broken, bring healing, where there is injustice, hatred and greed bring reconciliation and where there is darkness and death bring resurrection life.
MUSIC
Sharing in your passion, we pray to you O Christ.

We pray for the communities of our benefice and the communities of all those who are tuning in today. For all those who offer themselves in service and sacrifice in hospitals, vaccine centres, laboratories, factories, schools and universities, shops and the emergency services. Inspire their minds, fill their hearts with your love and nourish their souls.
MUSIC
Sharing in your passion, we pray to you O Christ.

We pray for the Church. For all those who lead. For all those who serve and sacrifice their time, talents and resources in selflessness and love. Stir our hearts with passion to share the story of your presence in our lives creatively through online church and gathered church with those who are searching. Inspire our minds and wills to be followers in your mission to reach the darkest corners of our communities.
MUSIC
Sharing in your passion, we pray to you O Christ.

We pray for those in need today. For those who are sick and suffering at home or in hospital. For the lonely, the anxious, and the weary. For those who are depressed, hopeless and lost. For those who are homeless and hungry. For those who are bereaved and missing a loved one. We pray for all those who watch over them, wait with them, pray for them and weep beside them. In your passion bring comfort, love and peace to all.
MUSIC
Sharing in your passion, we pray to you O Christ.

We pray for ourselves. We bring before you our sorrows and pains, the things we have had to sacrifice that sadden us. The loved ones we have missed being with, laughing with, eating with and having hugs with. Grant us faith, hope and patience in the days to come before once again we can become reunited.
MUSIC
Trusting in the compassion of God, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name;

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kingdom the Power and the Glory 

For ever and ever. Amen. 

Affirmation of Faith  - Emma Poole

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God

Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God. But made himself nothing. Taking the forma of a slave, he was born in human likeness. He humbles himself and was obedient to death, even the death of the cross. Therefore, God has raised him on high, and given him the name above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Blessing – Revd Mark Poole

And so, we pray,

Compassionate God as we walk with Jesus in His passion in the way of the cross, touch us deeply. If we encounter tears, may we know them as your gift, blessing us as we offer you our own deepest struggles and pain. May your passionate love for each of us and for this world release in us the energy to love through all things, offering the most painful places to you, trusting in your love which changes and transforms even the toughest experiences. As we offer this our pilgrimage, as we offer ourselves and ask you to walk with us now…...

May the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us all, now, and for evermore.

Amen.
Song
1 O Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end;
be thou for ever near me,
my Master and my friend:
I shall not fear the battle
if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if thou wilt be my guide.

2 O let me feel thee near me:
the world is ever near;
I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear;
my foes are ever near me,
around me and within;
but, Jesus, draw thou nearer,
and shield my soul from sin.

3 O let me hear thee speaking
in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;
O speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;
O speak and make me listen,
thou guardian of my soul.

4 O Jesus, thou hast promised,
to all who follow thee,
that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be;
and, Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end:
O give me grace to follow,
my Saviour and my friend.
