Holy Communion
Hymn
Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our King!
To the whole world glad news we bring:
Alleluia!

The Lord of life is risen for ay:
bring flowers of song to strew his way;
let everyone rejoice and say:
Alleluia!

Praise we in songs of victory
that love, that life which cannot die,
and sing with hearts uplifted high:
Alleluia!

Thy name we bless, O risen Lord,
and sing today with one accord
the life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia!

The Gathering

The Greeting
The Lord be with you
and also with you. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!



    Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,


to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Prayers of Penitence

Invitation to confession
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord,
we come to you in sorrow for our sins,
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.
 
We have lived by our own strength,
and not by the power of your resurrection.
In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes,
as faithless and not believing.
In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.
 
We have lived for this world alone,
and doubted our home in heaven.
In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect
Risen Christ,
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep:

teach us to hear your voice

and to follow your command,

that all your people may be gathered into one flock,

to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.
The Liturgy of the Word

Gospel Reading
Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said, ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon – Terry Joyce
The Good Shepherd – some people ask why the role of a shepherd is so important in the Bible, given that it isn’t widely understood in our everyday life today. But then they might have missed TV’s annual obsession with lambing that comes in various forms just before Easter. ‘The Yorkshire Shepherdess’ is also back on our screens with her huge family; at least that programme conveys something of the harshness of a shepherd’s life, way up in the remote Swaledale hills - and of course you won’t want to miss The Yorkshire Vet (Tues night Ch 5). 
The Shepherd is right at the heart of the Christian faith and the Bible because a good shepherd is how Jesus models his ministry and leadership. We have churches dedicated to the Good Shepherd and psalms and hymns about shepherds. When Mark Poole is ordained priest on 4th July he’ll be told that priests are called by God to work with the Bishop as a servant and shepherd among the people, implored to “set the Good Shepherd always before him as the pattern of his calling.” And of course, a Bishop carries a shepherd’s crook as a symbol of their office as a Chief Shepherd.
The shepherd image speaks strongly of a carer who spares no effort in searching out the one who is lost. Its a sign that every single person matters. In the Gospel reading, there’s also an embracing element to this role as the shepherd is to look out for other sheep who need bringing into the fold. Some people react to us being likened to a flock of silly sheep who need guiding - but I see in this the assumption that it is better for us to be ‘in community’ – that we thrive better when we are meeting with, and sharing with others – and not going off on our own path.
Having said that, the BCP tells us there are times when we are like silly sheep who have done daft and stupid things as we have “erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep (BCP). Let’s not lose sight of what in my view seems to be the key verse in our gospel reading. With all this talk of what makes a good shepherd, it is these words from Jesus “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” or as another translation says “I have come that they may have life in all its fullness”. That’s right at the heart of what I see our ministry – and certainly the ministry to which God has called me to be all about – highlighting ‘life in all its fullness’.
I’m quite intrigued about how sheep are managed. As we move around the countryside, we’re most familiar with sheep being enclosed in fields. In some places, like up in the Moors and Dales, they wander more freely. There must be some restrictions or boundaries for them but how far can they go? 

In Australia they apparently don’t make much use of fields or boundaries. If you are wondering how they get the sheep to go to or remain where they should be, they rely on water-sources, or springs.

So it seems that there are three different ways in which you can control sheep: you can have the shepherd/sheepdog watching over or gathering them at a particular time, you can have water-sources, or fields and enclosures. 
Let’s stay with these approaches, as on this Vocation Sunday, we think about how God deals with us.

God calls all Christians to be part of the ministry of the Body of Christ in the local situation. That might be through our role as friends or neighbours within a locality, it might be through responsibilities that we take on at church, or it might be how we live out our faith within our work or leisure places.  Sometimes, it might mean allowing our faith to challenge the assumptions and practices that we see around us.
I find the images of fields, shepherds and springs helpful in understanding how God might call us. We are all different and can perceive God communicating with us in different ways.  For some it will be the voice within, a sense of listening out for, and trying to recognise the voice of the shepherd. Sometimes we may be heading off in the wrong direction and will be conscious that the shepherd has sent his sheepdogs to worry us, and encourage us to change direction. 
For others it will be the outside influences that speaks to them, as they are drawn to focus on something, like water.  If we acknowledge fields or enclosures, we can find a security in staying within one field, but we might find it hard to realise that the shepherd could be calling us, or leading us to move to another field where the pasture is richer. (Shepherd’s crook can be used both ways). Also, the mini-commissioning at the end of a communion service implies we’re always being moved on “Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory”. 
For some people, sensing God’s call might involve elements of all three. But when we think of God calling us, it isn’t all about us in isolation, as I highlighted earlier. This is something where it can work out better in community. Some sheep can help other sheep know how to hear the voice of the shepherd, some will help others know how best to feed and or will direct others to the still waters. Our vocation is the same. It doesn’t come just to an individual in isolation but corporately too. We all have our role in seeking to find what it is that God wants of us and also helping and supporting others as they seek to explore God’s leading for their lives. 
Listening and responding to God’s call is the way to live life in all its fullness. We become more fully ourselves and more Christ-like, the will of God is fulfilled and the glory of God seen. 

That is what Vocations Sunday reminds us.  You have one life.  For God’s sake and for your own, live it to the full. And be grateful for good shepherds on the way!




Prayers of Intercession
We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity.
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, light of the world, bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations.

Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry and nourish us all with your word.

Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, be with us and all who follow you in the way.

Deepen our appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life.

Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep,

recover the straggler, bind up the injured, strengthen the sick

and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures.

Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us. 
Jesus, the resurrection and the life,

we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you.

Raise us with them to eternal life.

Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us,

accept our prayers, and be with us always.

Amen.
The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

cf John 20.19
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.


Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:

through your goodness we have this bread to set before you,

which earth has given and human hands have made.

It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:

through your goodness we have this wine to set before you,

fruit of the vine and work of human hands.

It will become for us the cup of salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with Blessed Mary all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.
Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord,

trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your abundant and great mercies.
We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table;
but you are the same Lord
whose character is always to have mercy.
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen. 
Giving of Communion
      The president and people receive communion. 
Prayer after Communion
Merciful Father,
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd,

and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again:

keep us always under his protection,

and give us grace to follow in his steps;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood
of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
The Dismissal

Blessing
God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 

open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. Amen. 
God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory 

give you joy as you share the Easter faith. Amen. 
God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 

empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. Amen. 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Hymn
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not,
as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided - 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 
Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest,
sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
 Chorus 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
 Chorus 
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