Service transcript

Sunday 20 June 2021

Welcome 
May I welcome you to this service from the Benefice of Rural East York.

My name is Nick Bird, and it's my pleasure to gather you all together today.

Many will be celebrating Fathers' Day today, and perhaps that includes you or members of your family. If that is the case, then we hold them most especially in our prayers.
Today we hear Jesus saying, “Peace! Be still! Why are you afraid? Have faith”
And so, as we take the opportunity to sing 'Dear Lord and Father of mankind', we turn our hearts to the one who gifts us that peace.
1
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,

forgive our foolish ways;

re-clothe us in our rightful mind;

in purer lives thy service find,

in deeper reverence, praise.

2
In simple trust like theirs who heard

beside the Syrian sea

the gracious calling of the Lord,

let us, like them, without a word

rise up and follow thee.

3
Drop thy still dews of quietness,

till all our strivings cease;

take from our souls the strain and stress,

and let our ordered lives confess

the beauty of thy peace.

4
Breathe through the heats of our desire

thy coolness and thy balm;

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;

speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,

O still small voice of calm.
Mark 4.35-41
On that day, when evening had come, Jesus said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side.’ And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great gale arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?’ And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?’ 

Homily
Father’s Day was not something we celebrated at home when I was growing up or when we had our own family partly because I thought it was a way to make us spend money, which I suppose it is.
Last year I can remember looking to find out the origins of Father’s Day and this made me realise it is a day to celebrate.  
Sonora Dodd lived in Washington, USA with her father as her mother had died when she was little.  Sonora felt it was important to have a special day when she could tell her father how special he was, one of the things we do on Mothering Sunday.
There are many families where the father is caring for children on his own and so today is or can be special for them.
I am sure many of you Dads, as well as Mums, can remember helping your child to ride a bike.  Sometimes children start the process on a balance bike, but the time comes when they have to try on a bike with nothing but two wheels and their own sense of balance to support them.  The adult may run along side, holding on to the saddle, with the ride seeming to go well for a couple of hundred yards, then the adult lets go and the child can’t believe they are actually riding on their own.  It is at that point they panic and fall off, having lost their sense of balance, and hopefully they fall into the adults arms.
Our reading from Mark follows that theme.  After a busy day, and to escape from the crowds the disciples, possibly fishing on the way, take Jesus across to the other side of the lake.  Jesus is tired so soon falls asleep.
Mark doesn’t tell us which lake it was but it was probably the Sea of Galilee.  Several of the disciples were fishermen and would have been familiar with storms on the lake, particularly as they often happened, but this one was very bad.  They were frightened and thought they would die.  What should they do?  They should know what to do.  There were lots of other boats on the lake as well.
In the end they decide they must wake Jesus up, after all he should know what was happening and surely he could do something to make them feel safe.  The disciples, at the time, didn’t know he had power over the wind and the water.
He told the wind to stop. And it stopped. The sea to become flat again, and it did. The wind and the water obeyed Jesus.  The disciples knew an ordinary man could not stop the storm, so this made them think ‘who is this person they have been spending time with’.
Jesus questioned where their faith was, Why were you afraid, he asked them.  They couldn’t answer that question.
And so we go back to the child learning to ride a bike.  The child has to have faith they can do it, which if that is hard for us is even harder for a child.  The child also has to trust the adult who is helping them.
As children we had to trust our parents, but unfortunately not all children are safe with their parents and are let down by them. God is our loving heavenly Father who never lets us down, is always there for us and someone we can trust.
So let’s look at the card I bought.  It has lots of words on it.
No 1.  There is no one like our heavenly Father.  He is, or should be, the first person we turn to when life is not going well.
My Hero, are not necessarily words we would all use to describe God, but he is our hero, he will be there to help us in the battles of life, he is someone to look up to.
You Rock! Our heavenly Father provides the foundations for life.  We can read in the Bible how to lead a life that he will be proud of.
Thank you, words we sometimes use without really thinking, words we sometimes forget to say as we take things for granted, but two words that are so important to say.
Awesome, is again not a word we might all use, but if we think about the world created for us to live in then our heavenly Father is awesome.
These words on the card, are for our father, Dad whatever you want to call him, but they can equally apply to our heavenly Father as I have just shown you.
We may not want to or have fathers we want to honour today, so think about and thank those who have acted as father figures in your life. These men may have been a role model in the way they live or lived their life, they may have shared their faith with you, they may have been there when life was difficult.
In the Bible, when the apostle Paul needed an example of a positive influence, he talked about ‘a father with his child, holding his or her hand, whispering encouragement, showing them how to live life worthy of God’ 
If my Father’s Day card had words like Spiritual growth, support, guidance, stability, nurture and love on it, I don’t think many cards would be sold, but that is what both our earthly father and our heavenly Father give us, and that is what we are celebrating and giving thanks for today.
 
Jesus shows us that God is not just a good father but a perfect father. Sometimes our fathers get things wrong, but God is a perfect parent, a really good father and mother to all of us. God is always there to love us and support us, whatever we do. As a father, he is someone we can look up to and rely on, he will always care for us.
So celebrate a Father’s love for you today.
Prayers of Intercession
On this Fathering Sunday, we give thanks, remember and pray for, fathers and those who have been a father figure to us, encouraging us and showing us love and care. We pray for fathers in our homes, our communities and around the world.
In your mercy, hear our prayer.
We remember fathers, whose families are torn apart by jealousy, fighting and misunderstandings.
We remember fathers who are older, but who still bear the responsibility of raising children and grandchildren. And we remember fathers who mean well, but make mistakes.
In your mercy, hear our prayer.
We remember fathers who are unable to support their children, and are forced into unimaginable decisions, who have to sell a child into marriage or human trafficking in order to feed his other children.
In your mercy, hear our prayer.
We remember men who, because of various circumstances, are unable to become fathers. We remember fathers who have adopted children and fathers who given up their rights as fathers.
In your mercy, hear our prayer.
We remember fathers who rejoice in the achievements of their children. Who joyfully watch a new generation take hold. We remember fathers who are single parents, who through personal sacrifice and perseverance provide a loving home for their children.
In your mercy, hear our prayer.
We remember fathers who helplessly watch their children suffer and die from malnutrition because of famine, drought, flood or war. We remember fathers whose children are sick or disabled and who will try anything to cure or help them.
In your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for fathers and their children around the world caught in the terrors of violence and living in fear. 

In your mercy, hear our prayer.
Nurturing God, thank you for those who have nurtured us. Open our eyes to the plight of so many fathers and mothers around the world for whom life is difficult. Help us share your love and mercy with them.
In your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful God, Mother and Father of us all, honour our prayers, spoken and unspoken, humbly lifted to you in faith. Amen.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
   who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
   and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen. 
All people that on earth do dwell
1
All people that on earth do dwell,

sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;

him serve with fear, his praise forth tell,

come ye before him, and rejoice.

2
The Lord, ye know, is God indeed;

without our aid he did us make;

we are his folk, he doth us feed,

and for his sheep he doth us take.

3
O enter then his gates with praise,

approach with joy his courts unto;

praise, laud, and bless his name always,

for it is seemly so to do.

4
For why? the Lord our God is good;

his mercy is for ever sure;

his truth at all times firmly stood,

and shall from age to age endure.
5
To Father, Son and Holy Ghost,

the God whom heaven and earth adore,

from men and from the angel-host

be praise and glory evermore.

Blessing
Do not be afraid. Stop worrying.
For your Father in heaven knows what you need,

and he delights in giving you the kingdom.

Instead, actively pursue his kingdom,

and all the things you truly need

will come to you as well.

So go out from here,

confident in the knowledge that God goes with you.

And may the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,

be with you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
